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CORONAVIRUS — RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 

171. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s world-leading response to COVID-19, including the free rapid antigen 
test program. 
(1) Can the Premier outline to the house how this Australian-first program is keeping the community safe 

from COVID-19, particularly as positive cases peak throughout the state? 
(2) Can the Premier outline to the house how the distribution of free RATs is assisting all Western Australian 

households to respond to cost-of-living pressures? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for the question. 
(1)–(2) Obviously, Western Australia is doing incredibly well in dealing with the Omicron outbreak in our state. 

There is a range of reasons for that: firstly, the widespread use of masks; secondly, our world-leading 
vaccination rates—virtually better than anywhere on the entire planet; and, thirdly, we have a ready 
supply of rapid antigen tests available to the public. We are the only jurisdiction in Australia that provides 
free RATs to the broader public. The commonwealth has provided a program for low-income people with 
a Health Care Card, but we are the only jurisdiction that is making them available to everyone across the 
community. That means we have wider use of RATs and more testing. That means more people are testing 
themselves before they go to work, school and social opportunities; and, if they are positive, they obviously 
do not go and, therefore, reduce the spread of the virus in the broader community. That means our supply 
of RATs has allowed workplaces to stay open, more kids and staff to go to school, and our society to function 
more efficiently and effectively than in other parts of Australia. 
Our free RAT program means WA households can now apply for up to 15 free rapid antigen tests and, as 
more supply comes on, we may be able to do more of that. Households in remote communities can apply 
for 20 free RATs, which is entirety sensible considering the location of those communities. To date, more 
than four million RATs have been distributed. Distribution will ramp up over time and we will make 
sure that we provide more opportunities for them to be made available. We have had pop-up distribution 
opportunities across the state at train stations, shopping centres, universities and TAFEs. We have distributed 
RATs at the Wildcats game and at the Eagles game at Optus Stadium. Every state member of Parliament 
is receiving 1 000 RATs to distribute to constituents through their electorate offices. As I said, remote 
communities are being provided with them. Indeed, we are delivering them to Kimberley Aboriginal Medical 
Services and other local Aboriginal community organisations to distribute. The government wants to make 
sure that everyone has the opportunity to access RATs, no matter where they live or their circumstances or 
income. By making them free, the government is reducing the financial pressure on Western Australian 
households, unlike any other state or territory government in Australia. Members might recall that it 
was a big issue a few months ago, when various people were demanding that RATs be made free. This 
government is the only one that has done that. 
I note that yesterday the opposition was not supportive of this. I note that the Liberals and Nationals objected 
to us providing free rapid antigen tests; in particular, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition made a speech 
objecting to it and the Leader of the Liberal Party objected to it. They said that Western Australians do 
not deserve free tests. They were totally opposed to it yesterday. There we go again: when the government 
does something, the Liberals and Nationals object. They object, no matter how dumb the argument they 
put is. They just object! It does not matter how sensible the policy is that the government puts in place; they 
say the same thing. 

Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Liberal Party said the same thing about the $600 electricity credit we 
gave to Western Australian households across the state—he objected to that! Coming out of COVID and after all 
the turmoil of 2020, we decided to use the windfall gain the state obtained from settling the Bell dispute to help 
households with their electricity prices. The Leader of the Liberal Party objected to that. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Liberal Party! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the state of the Liberals and Nationals in Western Australia today: if the government 
does it, their attitude is it must be a bad thing, even if by saying that they make themselves look like complete 
fools. That is what they do. 
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We will continue to assist families with the cost-of-living pressures and our RAT program will do that. We will ensure 
that we distribute RATs as widely and efficiently as we can all over the state, both in regional and metropolitan 
Western Australia and particularly in those more remote parts of the state. 
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